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Weaving socialism

Weaving socialism: an oral history of the garment industry in Croatia, from post-war industrialisation to post-socialist
deindustrialisation.
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deindustrialisation, collective memory, oral history

This study investigates the phenomena of socialist industrialisation and post-socialist deindustrialisation in the former
Yugoslavia, with a specific focus on the Croatian garment industry (Varteks in Varazdin, Arena in Pula, Kamensko in Zagreb).
The traditionally feminised textile industry thrived under socialism, and was a key component of the industrialisation process.
After the break-up of Yugoslavia and the collapse of socialism, however, a process of deindustrialisation started, deeply
affecting the textile sector and its employees. This interdisciplinary oral history project will shed light on the impact of global
socio-economic changes on the daily lives of post-Yugoslav citizens, considering particularly changes in women's lives.
Through in-depth oral interviews with textile workers, the project will investigate shifting practices of labour and consumption
in Croatia from 1945 to the present days, and assess their impact of these shifts on gender relations.
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